
AFTERNOON	 DRIZZLE-	 IT	MAY	 BE	 TIME	 TO	
ANVIGATE	HOME

A little virus has held the entire human race at 
bay as it unleashed terror, silently creeping into 
the human body, with absolutely no drama. It 
made no noise until it multiplied, giving rise to 
fever, blocking the senses of smell and taste, 
manifesting itself in whatever manner it fancied 
and finally choking our breath to squeeze out our 
soul. 

Apparently, it takes only a flu to remind us that we 
are not really invincible or superior, the so-called 
crown of creation. Well, if we still claim to have 
better capabilities than the rest of creation, then 
maybe it seems that we lack the magnanimity to 
put them to good use. 

The harmony of the rest of creation is worth 
venerating. They seem to understand the laws of 
nature, the working of the food chain, the system 
of ecological balance and the importance of 
environmental conservation. They respect 
territorial boundaries and accept hierarchies of 
power within community. They know what is 
good for their young to grow and mature into 
strong, independent individuals. They are in tune 
with the earth below and the sky above; they 
understand the rhythm of the seasons and the 
times. They seem to understand the techniques 
of recycle and reuse better. There are dead trees 
that continue to stand tall to nurture frail fellow 
plants. The mighty pachyderms sow tiny seeds, 
generously cradled in dung, creating forests all 
along their path, their entire lifetime. What a 
mighty gesture of restoring Nature's bounty!

In the animal kingdom, there may be fighting for 
kill, but no fighting to kill. Seldom is an opponent 
killed during a fight. The defeated retreats with 
dignity and the victor hold his/her peace. This 
savoir faire can be witnessed even in the most 
ferocious animals, but we call them 'brutes'. On 
the contrary, in the human world, there is 
political killing, revenge killing, honour killing, 
psycho killing, rape and killing, and we call these 
'brutal!' If only an animal were to write histories 
and compile dictionaries, would we come to 
know that we are the fallen angels, despicable 

beings fallen short of the glory of creation? If not 
for us, who knows, this planet would have been 
the Paradise that we all dream about!

The pandemic barged into our life and stopped us 
in our tracks, taking a toll on lives, stalling day-to-
day activities, pulling down economies and 
pushing up the graph of casualties day after day, 
shattering travel plans, depriving people of 
livelihood, dear ones and dreams. Nevertheless, 
it has also pulled us close to our truer selves, the 
truer realities of life, to all that is truly essential 
for survival and peaceful existence, and to all that 
we missed to observe and relish in the middle of 
our rat race in this world of make-belief. 

W i t h  t h e  l o c k d o w n  w o r k - f r o m - h o m e 
opportunity, all the travel time was surplus and 
many could get back to their long time desolated 
gardens. Soon pots and grow bags were filled 
with plants or seeds and rearranged at a strategic 
points on their terraces to receive sufficient 
sunlight. Soil and manure mix of the most 
delicious proportion was added. And like proud 
maliks, every morning and evening, they visited 
their plants to water and tend them. The single 
drizzle creates an uncanny world of newness 
around the plants, the wet earth clothing the air 
with its ecstatic aroma, elated leaves and blooms 
hugging to the souvenirs of the rain. What is the 
chemistry or biology between the earth and the 
plants and the rain! 

It elevates the spirit and you feel the world of 
harmony, which is magical and real at the same 
time. There will be an outcast who longed to be 
accepted, a newbie who want to be initiated into 
the happy place. You can feel you could hear the 
voices of the ancient reverberating in the 
a t m o s p h e r e  t h a t  t h i s  i s  t h e  p o i n t  o f 
reconciliation, if not redemption, for the human 
race –the lap of Mother Nature, from where we 
foolishly departed like rebellious prodigals, now 
close to unable to trace our way back home. 

Wishing you a happy and prosperous New Year 
and Makara Sankranti, 

Ramesh	Kumar	Bung
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My Dear Colleagues,

àmaä¶Vo Z Ibw {d¿Z^¶oZ ZrM¡…& àmaä¶ {d¿Z{ZhVm {da‘pÝV ‘Ü¶m… &

{d¿Z¡‘w©hþ‘w©hþa{n à{VhÝ¶‘mZm…& àmaãY‘wÎm‘JwUm Z n[aË¶OpÝV && 

“Persons of inferior rank do not start the work fearing obstructions; 
persons of middle rank start and stop when obstructions come their 
way; persons of superior rank do not leave a work started despite 
obstructions coming their way again and again”.- Bhartruhari Neeti 
Sataka -72.
It gives me immense pleasure to be associated with a Bank with its 
great heritage, tradition and culture. I firmly believe that growth of an 
organisation is resultantly the growth of all of us- growth in the net 
worth and finally the growth of economy. 
As one amongst you, I am inclined to contribute my mite to this 
mighty organisation with my vast experience in the Banking Sector. 
A	genuine	 interest	 in	 our	business: We are a financial services 
organization that serves three groups of clients – individuals, firms, 
companies and institutions. Our clients have unique needs and we 
are passionately committed to serving them. We want individuals 
who share this passion, who are excited to come to work and look for 
new ways to better serve our clients and make financial lives better.

Committed	to	our	purpose: What would you like the power to do?:  
At the Bank, we ask this question every day of all those we serve. It is 
at the core of how we live our values, deliver our purpose and achieve 
responsible growth. Our purpose is to help make financial lives 
better through the power of every connection. This is the foundation 
for how we operate our business, work with our clients and make a 
positive impact in communities around the world.    
Teaching financial literacy has been my passion outside of work and 
it's one of the most gratifying volunteer experiences, empowering 
people with financial concepts and practical skills that lead to a 
better financial future.
Let us untiringly endeavour to augment the business of our beloved 
institution so as to ameliorate the financial soundness further in the 
days to come. 
Let us march hand to hand from now onwards itself towards radiant 
redeeming excellence. 
Keep	Going.	Keep	Growing.
With New Year and Pongal Greetings, 

Cordially yours, 

Virendra	K.	Khandelwal

MD & CEO SPEAKSMD & CEO SPEAKSMD & CEO SPEAKS
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RBI MPC Meeting December 2022: RBI Governor announced that the monetary policy committee 
hiked the repo rate by 35 basis points (bps) to 6.25 %. The central bank also cut growth forecast 
for the current financial year to 6.8 %. Here's what the Indian central bank chief announced. The 
RBI policy rate is now at its highest level since August 2018.

This is the fifth rate hike by the central bank in this financial year. Prior to this, the RBI had raised 
the repo rate – by 40 bps in an off-cycle meeting in May and 50 bps in June, August and September. 
Most market experts expected the MPC to raise the repo rate by 35 bps in this meeting to tame the 
raging inflation which has continued to remain above the 6 % mark for the 10 straight months in 
October.

The RBI governor further announced that the MPC decided to remain focused on the withdrawal 
of accommodation and added that the standing deposit facility (SDF) rate stands adjusted to 
6.00% and the marginal standing facility (MSF) rate and the Bank Rate to 6.50 %. During his 
speech, the RBI governor said that the policy rate remains accommodative and noted that the 
core inflation is indicating stickiness. The medium-term inflation outlook is exposed to global developments and weather.

Commenting on India's economic growth, Das said the growth is supported by rural, manufacturing and services sector. “Agriculture 
sector remains resilient. Manufacturing, services PMI for India in November among the highest in the world. Going ahead, investment 
activity will get support from government capex,” he said. Das said that the RBI's GDP growth forecast for the current financial year (FY23) 
is seen at 6.8 %. The growth has been reduced from RBI's previous estimate of 7 %.

RBI RAISES REPO RATE BY 35 BPS TO 6.25%; 
FY23 GDP PROJECTED AT 6.8%

Success	is	in	the	big	things.	Happiness	is	in	the	small	things.

Meditation	is	in	nothing.	God	is	in	everything.
Ramesh	Kumar	Bung



Sri Virendra Kumar Khandelwal has taken charge as MD & CEO of the Bank on 8th December, 2022. Sri 
Khandelwal has served Bank of Baroda for 30 long years in various capacities as Senior Manager, Chief 
Manager, AGM (UK Operations, London), DGM and finally General Manager of BOB. Sri Khandelwal is a 
Commerce Graduate with CAIIB, LLB and MBA in addition to Diploma in Computer Applications, Certificate in 
Basel-II from USA as well. 

The Management of the Bank and the Editorial Team of Hamara Prayas welcome Sri Virendra K Khandelwal to 
our esteemed organisation and wish him all success during his tenure in his endeavours with his rich 
experience in banking  in the days to come. 

SRI VIRENDRA K KHANDELWAL ASSUMES CHARGE OF 
NEW MANAGING DIRECTOR AND CEO OF THE BANK

“Let me be very frank with you.....”

“I am a very frank person. Whatever I want to say to people, I tell them 
on their face”.  

“Somehow people cannot accept my frankness”.

These are lines of communication that you hear every day. The irony 
is that none of these so-called frank people can accept the frankness 
of others when it is directed at them. When it is from them, they are 
just being straightforward; when it is from others, they brand it as 
arrogance and indifference. 

Even plain facts, when expressed frankly, are difficult to accept. How 
then can others tolerate our frankness, which, more often than not, is 
just our opinion? 

Truly, frankness in itself is never the problem; it is the bluntness with 
which our frankness is conveyed that causes the problem. Human 
beings are fundamentally creatures of emotions, not logic. Our 
frankness may have (a strong MAY HAVE) some logic in it, but the 
bluntness with which it is communicated emotionally ruffles other 

people. A wounded heart incapacitates the comprehending 
capabilities of the mind. 

When struck by an arrow, will you sit around and analyse the raw 
material with which the arrow is made? When words hurt the tender 
hearts of people, they can too little for the meaning those words 
meant to convey?

It is not just how you cook; how you serve also makes a difference. 
Communication achieves its objective only when all the four 
compartments are taken care of. They are – What you say, how you 
say, when you say and when to stop. 

Frankly	 speaking,	 good	 communication	 will 	 serve	 a	
relationship; 	 improper	 communication	 will 	 sever	 a	
relationship.	Do you find a good communication in our “Hamara 
Prayas?”

Ranjana	Sharma

Editor/ Dy. Gen. Manager

GOOD COMMUNICATION WILL SERVE A RELATIONSHIP; 
IMPROPER COMMUNICATION WILL SEVER A RELATIONSHIP

Think and act rightly– Ramesh Kumar Bung. 03

The fintech company highlighted that this plan will increase the trust 
of the users, enhance their digital payments experience and 
accelerate its adoption across the country. One97 Communications-
owned Paytm has launched a group insurance plan in partnership 
with HDFC ERGO General Insurance. The plan, which is called Paytm 
Payment Protect, will insure transactions made through UPI across 
all payment wallets and apps. 

Paytm users can insure transactions up to Rs 10,000 by paying Rs 30 
and more per annum. In addition, insurance cover for transactions 
costing Rs 1 lakh or above will get added on in the times to come. The 
fintech company also highlighted that this plan will increase the trust 
of the users, enhance their digital payments experience and 
accelerate its adoption across the country. 

According to Paytm's Bhavesh Gupta, who is the CEO of Lending and 
Head of Payments, this move is meant to safeguard users and fight 

cybercrimes. Echoing Gupta's point, Parthanil Ghosh, President at 
HDFC ERGO General Insurance's retail business, said that while UPI 
and wallet payments provide ease and convenience, it makes the 
users susceptible to cybercrimes. 

To avail this option, users can search for the 'Payment Protect' option 
on the Paytm app. Thereafter, they can enter their name, mobile 
number and tap on the 'Proceed to Pay' button. They can also visit the 
HDFC ERGO website for a detailed run-through of the policies, terms 
and conditions, and more. A few days back, Paytm announced Bijlee 
Days for all the users who pay their electricity bills from the app. The 
digital payments service provider said that it would be offering 100 
per cent cash back and additional rewards to its users who will be 
making payments for electricity bills between the 10-15th of every 
month.

N.V.	Shastry

HO : Forex

INSURANCE COVER FOR UPI TRANSACTIONS UP TO RS 10,000



THE YEAR THAT WAS 2022

Giving is the secret of abundance– Ramesh Kumar Bung.04

Like every year, 2022 had its own share of wins and losses. In spite 
of some resilience built in after the pandemic, many events shook 
the world this year be it the war, rise in food prices, higher interest 
rates, civic unrest and more. Here is a look back at the events, 
month-wise.
January: Australia cancelled Serbian tennis player Novak 
Djokovic's visa on “health and good order” grounds, deporting 
him before he could play in the Australian open - because he 
wasn't vaccinated against Covid-19. The world lost two renowned 
artists – critically-acclaimed actor and director Sidney Poitier, 
who was the first African American actor to win an Academy 
Award. The world also lost Indian classical dancer and singer Pt	
Birju	 Maharaj. In good/bad news, doctors successfully 
transplant a heart from a pig to a human in Baltimore, USA. 
However, the man who received the transplant died two months 
after the surgery.
February: Just when the world started settling down from the 
effects of the Covid pandemic, Russia invaded Ukraine to 
“demilitarise and de-Nazify” the country. India also lost two of its 
most popular artists - singer Lata	Mangeshkar, fondly referred 
to as India's Nightingale, and music composer Bappi	Lahiri aka 
the 'disco king' of the Indian music industry. 
March: For the first time in three years the US Federal Reserve 
announced a 0.25% hike in its benchmark short-term interest 
rate to combat rising inflation. The US, EU, and UK placed 
sanctions on more than 1,000 Russian individuals and 
businesses. This led to oil prices rising to over $110 per barrel. 
Responding to the international sanctions, Russia halted gas 
deliveries to Germany. Actor Will Smith publicly slapped 
comedian and actor Chris Rock at the Oscars, after Rock cracked a 
joke on Smith's wife, actor Jada Pinkett Smith.
April: During the emergency special session of the United Nations 
General Assembly, Russia was suspended from the UN Human 
Rights Council with 93 votes in favour. India abstained from 
voting. Apart from the energy crisis, the Russia-Ukraine war 
disrupted the global supply chain so much that most of the world 
faced shortage of a basic food staple, wheat. As per the UN Food 
and Agriculture Organization (FAO), Russia and Ukraine were 
major exporters of commodities like wheat, sunflower seeds, etc.
May: The world was sent into the throes of another virus – 
Monkeypox – a case of which was reported in London. The 
untimely demise of Australian cricketer Andrew	Symonds in a 
car crash left the world shocked. Indian singer KK, aged 53, also 
died of a cardiac arrest. Popular Punjabi singer Sidhu Moose Wala, 
aged 28, became the victim of a gang war. Gangsters Lawrence 
Bishnoi and Goldy Brar claimed responsibility for the attack. In 
response to inflationary pressures, RBI	increased	interest	rates 
by 40 basis points to 4.4%.
June: Massive floods wreaked havoc in Pakistan, leading to 
widespread devastation. As per a World Bank assessment report, 
the floods (that lasted till October) led to damages exceeding 
$14.9 billion. The infamous and well-publicised trial between 
actors Johnny Depp and Amber Heard, which began in April, 
ended in favour of Depp. 
July: NASA revealed the first full-colour images taken by the 
James	Webb	Space	Telescope. The images included the “deepest 
and sharpest infrared image of the distant universe so far”. 
According to NASA Administrator Bill Nelson, “Webb will help to 
uncover the answers to questions we don't even yet know to ask.” 
Back on Earth, Sri Lankan protesters–who were protesting for the 
res ignat ion  of  Pres ident  Gotabaya  Rajapaksa  s ince 

March–occupied the President's house in Colombo. Shockingly, 
former President of Japan Shinzo Abe was assassinated while 
speaking at a public event. The suspect, Tetsuya Yamagami, was 
arrested on the scene and charged with murder. Droupadi	
Murmu was elected the 15th President of India. Murmu is the 
youngest person to be elected to the office and also, the first tribal 
woman to hold the position. Multiple rate hikes by central banks 
across the world, fear of recession and slowdown kickstarted a 
funding winter. 
August: India lost its own Warren Buffet Rakesh	Jhunjhunwala, 
who is also called the Big Bull. Jhunjhunwala died due to multiple 
organ failure, aged 62. At the time of his death, Jhunjhunwala was 
the 438th richest person in the world, with a net worth of $5.8 
billion, according to Forbes.
September: After a 70-year-reign, Elizabeth	 II, Queen of the 
United Kingdom and 14 other Commonwealth realms, died on 
September 8, passing on the crown to her son Charles III. Sports 
legend Roger Federer announced his retirement from tennis, 
leaving behind millions of heartbroken fans and also rivals – like 
long time competitor and friend, Rafael Nadal. Iran witnessed 
widespread civil unrest and protests, following the death of 22-
year-old Mahsa Amini. Reports state that Amini was arrested by 
Iran's morality policy and allegedly, beaten to the point of death in 
custody, for violating the mandatory hijab law. With a net worth of 
$135.4 billion, industrialist Gautam	Adani surpassed Amazon 
founder Jeff Bezos to grab the third spot on Forbes' list of the 
world's richest people.
October: The UK appointed Rishi	 Sunak as its PM - the first 
British Asian and Hindu to hold the office. Elon Musk took over as 
the CEO of Twitter, and proceeded to introduce new policies, 
announce layoffs, and reinstate formerly suspended accounts. 
Another key event of the year was the great tech meltdown in the 
US where three tech majors companies – Tesla, Amazon and 
Facebook-parent Meta slipped out of the elite $1 trillion club.
November: The 2022 Football World Cup started in Qatar. Qatar, 
which spent a whopping $220 billion on the World Cup and 
promptly set the dubious record of being the first host team to 
exit the FIFA world cup in 92 years. Almost consecutive layoff 
announcements were made by tech giants Twitter (4400), Meta 
(11000), and Amazon (10000). Over 1 lakh people have been laid 
off in 2022 alone. After Binance backed out of acquiring the cash-
strapped crypto-currency exchange FTX, founder and former FTX 
CEO Sam Bankman Fried resigned from his post, and FTX filed for 
bankruptcy, leading to an international crypto-currency crash. 
The 2022 United Nations Climate Change Conference ended with 
a decision to create a loss and damage fund for “vulnerable 
countries hit hard by climate disasters”. India's proposal for a 
phase down on all fossil fuels was not included in the final 
outcome. As per the IMF projections, India surpassed the UK to 
become the fifth largest economy. On November 15, the world 
population also reached 8 billion.
December: India assumed the G-20 presidency for the next year 
on December 1, 2022. India will host over 200 meetings in over 50 
cities across 32 different work-streams. After over 2 months of 
widespread protests, in which 200 people lost their lives, Iran 
abolished its morality police. Additionally, after unprecedented 
protests against its Covid restrictions, China eased restrictions in 
various cities including Xinjiang's capital Urumqi, where the 
protests first started. 

Sandhya	Rani	Patnaik
HO : F&A 
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01. Drink little water: During the day we need a lot of energy to be able to 
take care of all our activities. In all this it can help us to know what are 
the bad habits that do not help us but rather, contribute to take away 
energy that we could certainly exploit better. Knowing what these bad 
habits are will help us conserve precious energy for what really 
interests us. Drinking little water, for example, removes mineral salts 
and causes dehydration.

02. Don't have breakfast in the morning: Skipping breakfast in the 
morning, generally, is considered a bad habit to avoid if we do not 
want to be little energetic.

03. Don't exercise: Not doing physical training, even for half an hour a day, 
is considered a bad habit. Physical activity stimulates energy and 
gives much more for the rest of the day.

04. Say yes to all commitments and do not make selections: We cannot say 

yes to all the commitments that are proposed to us. We must make a 
selection and do only what really interests us and that we are able to 
complete without too much stress.

05. Eating too many sweets: Eating too many sweets is a bad habit for our 
energy. If it is true that the level of sugar in the blood must always be 
constant, it is also true that it should never be too high.

06. Drinking too much alcohol: Overdoing it with alcohol is a bad habit 
that takes away energy. As with anything, drink responsibly and 
without going beyond the limits.

07. Drinking too much coffee: Drinking too much coffee is a bad habit to 
avoid in order for this to affect our energy. The accumulation of too 
much caffeine could alter your sleep-wake rhythm, with all that 
entails when you do not rest well.

MERCURY
The next planet on our tour is Mercury, the innermost and smallest of the 

rocky planets. Because it orbits so close to the Sun, this planet is usually 

lost in the Sun's glare and difficult to see from Earth. Travelling across the 

surface of Mercury will be a nightmare. The terrain is scarred with craters, 

high ragged walls, and old mountainous volcanoes. Mercury's axis does 

not tilt, so the Sun shines directly on the equator, making in sizzling hot 

during the day and freezing cold at nights. Temperatures can range from 

8000 F (420 C) in the sunlight to -3000 F (-1830 C) on the night side. 

Mercury speeds around the Sun once every 88 Earth days, but it takes 

about 25 Earth weeks to go from sunrise to sunset. One day on Mercury is 

almost 176 Earth days long! Rotating three times on its axis for every two 

orbits around the Sun, Mercury also has bizarre sunrises and sunsets. If 

you were standing on Mercury's equator, you would see the Sun rise and 

set in different ways, depending on where you were. At some places, the 

Sun would rise towards its high point in the sky, then stop and reverse 

direction, seeming to set. Then it would stop and rise again, eventually 

getting smaller as it finally set in the west. 

AVERAGE DISTANCE FROM THE SUN

 
35,980,000 miles (57,900,000 km)

POSTION FROM THE SUN IN ORBIT

 

FIRST

 EQUATORIAL DIAMETER 

 

3030 miles (4878 km)

MASS (EARTH=1)

 

0.055

 
DENSITY (WATER=1)

 

5.43

 

LENGTH OF DAY

 

176 Earth days

LENGTH OF YEAR 88 Earth days

SURFACE TEMPERATURES -3000 F (1830 C) to 800 0 F 4270 C

KNOWN MOONS 0

FACTS ABOUT MERCURY

A	V	Rama	Rao

01. Fatigue: Drinking plenty of water during the day is vital for our body 
and for more than one reason. If we think that we are not drinking 
enough water, there are some signs that allow us to understand that 
something is wrong and that we need to drink much more water. 
Among the first signs to pay attention to, the sense of fatigue.

02. Premature aging: Drinking little water dehydrates the skin and can 
speed up the aging process. Healthy, toned skin is first and foremost 
hydrated skin.

03. State of anxiety: Dehydration and anxiety may be closely related. 
Drinking little water can in fact give rise to psychological and 
cognitive disorders.

04. Frequent headaches: Drinking little water can cause frequent 
headaches and dizziness.

05. Dry eyes: Drinking little water can cause dry eyes, which will then 
tend to burn and bother.

06. Dry and chapped lips: Drinking little water and the dehydration that 
follows also causes dryness and cracking of the lips.

07. Difficulty urinating: When you drink little, the urine becomes more 
concentrated and more irritating to the bladder, thus triggering the 
feeling of having to urinate very often.

Gopal	KD	Sharma

HO: Clearing



Do not brood over past mistakes– Ramesh Kumar Bung.06

1.1 With the rapid growth in the number of mobile phone subscribers in 
India (about 261 million as at the end of March 2008 and growing at 
about 8 million a month), banks have been exploring the feasibility of 
using mobile phones as an alternative channel of delivery of banking 
services. A few banks have started offering information based services 
like balance enquiry, stop payment instruction of cheques, record of last 
five transactions, location of nearest ATM/branch etc. Acceptance of 
transfer of funds instruction for credit to beneficiaries of same/or 
another bank in favor of pre-registered beneficiaries have also 
commenced in a few banks. Considering that the technology is relatively 
new and due care needs to be taken on security of financial transactions, 
there has been an urgent need for a set of operating guidelines that can be 
adopted by banks.
1.2 For the purpose of these Guidelines, “mobile payments” is defined as 
information exchange between a bank and its customers for financial 
transactions through the use of mobile phones. Mobile payment involves
debit/credit to a customer's account's on the basis of funds transfer 
instruction received over the mobile phones.
1.3 Providing the framework for enabling mobile payments services to 
banking customers would generally involve the collaboration of banks, 
mobile payments service providers and mobile network operators 
(MNOs). The service can also be provided as a proximity payment system, 
where the transactions are independent
of the MNOs. In mobile payment systems, the banks provide the basic 
service framework, ensure compliance to KYC/AML norms, creates a risk 
management and mitigation framework, and ensures settlement of 
funds. The mobile payments service providers are intermediaries for 
providing the technology framework for the implementation of the 
mobile payments services. The mobile network operators provide the 
telecom infrastructure and connectivity to the customers. Their role is 
limited to providing the SMS/WAP/GPRS/USSD/NFC GSM or CDMA 
voice and data services connectivity and in hosting the certain 
technology solutions like USSD. In a Non-MNO based systems, proximity 
or contactless channels like IRDA, RFID, Optical, NFC, etc. are used for 
communication between POS and the mobile phone of the customer.
1.4 As a first step towards building a mobile payment framework in India, 
these guidelines are meant only for banking customers – within the same 
bank and across the banks. It would be the responsibility of the banks 
offering mobile payment service to ensure compliance to these 
guidelines.
1.5 A brief description of the regulatory framework for mobile payments 
in a few countries is given at Annex I.
2. Regulatory & Supervisory Issues
2.1 Only such banks which are licensed and supervised in India and have 
a physical presence in India will be permitted to offer mobile payment 
services to residents of India.
2.2 The services should be restricted to only to bank accounts/ credit 
card accounts in India which are KYC/AML compliant.
2.3 Only Indian Rupee based services should be provided.
2.4 Banks may use the services of Business Correspondents for extending 
this facility, to their customers. The guidelines with regard to use of 
business correspondent would be as per the RBI circular on Business 
correspondents issued from time to time.
2.5 The guidelines issued by RBI on 'Risks and Controls in Computers and 
Telecommunications' vide circular DBS.CO.ITC.BC. 10/ 31.09.001/ 97-98 
dated 4th February 1998 will equally apply to Mobile payments, since 
Mobile devices used for this purpose have embedded computing and 
communication capabilities.
2.6 The RBI guidelines on “Know Your Customer (KYC)” and “Anti Money 
Laundering (AML)” as prescribed by RBI from time to time would be 
would be applicable to customers opting for mobile based banking 
service.
3. Registration of customers for mobile service
3.1 Banks should offer mobile based banking service only to their own 
customers.
3.2 Banks should have a system of registration before commencing 
mobile based payment service to a customer.

3.3 There can be two levels of mobile based banking service - the first or 
basic level in the nature of information like balance enquiry, SMS alert for 
credit or debit, status of last five transactions, and many other 
information providing services and the second or standard level in the 
nature of financial transactions such as
payments, transfers and stop payments. The risk associated with the 
basic level of information services is much less compared to the standard 
level of actual payment services. Prior registration of the customers 
would be necessary irrespective of the type of service requested. For the 
standard level service one time registration should be done through a 
signed document.
4 Technology and Security Standards
4.1 The technology used for mobile payments must be secure and should 
ensure confidentiality, integrity, authenticity and non-repudiability. An 
illustrative, but not exhaustive framework is given at Annex-II.
4.2 The Information Security Policy of the banks may be suitably updated 
and enforced to take care of the security controls required specially for 
mobile phone based delivery channel.
5. Inter-operability
5.1 When a bank offers mobile payments service, it may be ensured that 
customers having mobile phones of any network operator should be in a 
position to request for service. Restriction, if any, to the customers of 
particular mobile operator(s) may be only during the pilot phase.
5.2 To ensure inter-operability between banks and between their mobile 
payments service providers, it is recommended that banks may adopt 
the message formats being developed by Mobile Payments Forum of 
India (MPFI). Message formats such as ISO 8583 , which is already being 
used by banks for switching of ATM
transactions, may be suitably adapted for communication between 
switches where the source and destination are credit card/ debit 
cards/pre-paid cards.
5.3 The long term goal of mobile payment framework in India would be 
to enable funds transfer from account in one bank to any other account in 
the same or any other bank on a real time basis irrespective of mobile 
network a customer has subscribed to. This would require inter-
operability between mobile payments service providers and banks and 
development of a host of message formats. Banks may keep this objective 
while developing solution or entering into arrangements with mobile 
payments solution providers.
6. Clearing and Settlement for inter-bank funds transfer transactions
6.1 For inter-bank funds transfer transactions, banks can either have 
bilateral or multilateral arrangements.
6.2 To meet the long term objective of a nation-wide mobile payment 
framework in India as indicated at para 5.3 above, a robust clearing and 
settlement infrastructure operating on a 24x7 basis would be necessary. 
Pending creation of such an infrastructure on a national basis, banks may 
enter in to multilateral arrangement and create Mobile Switches / Inter-
bank Payment Gateways with expressed permission from RBI.
7. Customer Complaints and Grievance Redressal Mechanism
7.1 The customer /consumer protection issues assume a special 
significance in view of the fact that the delivery of banking services 
through mobile phones is relatively new. Some of the key issues in this 
regard and the legal aspects pertaining to them are given at Annex-III.
8. Need for Board level approval
8.1 Banks should get the Mobile payments scheme approved by their 
respective boards / Local board (for foreign banks) before offering it to 
their customers. The Board approval must document the extent of 
Operational and Fraud risk assumed by the bank and the bank's 
processes and policies designed to mitigate
Such risk.
8.2 banks that have already started offering mobile payment service may 
review the position and comply to these guidelines within a period of 
three months from issuance of these guidelines. [Contd: next issue]

Govind	Varma
HO: IT

MOBILE PAYMENT IN INDIA - OPERATIVE GUIDELINES FOR BANKS
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01. Wife: My Dear, book tickets to Tirupathi. Let us have darshan of Lord 
Venkateswara. Tunku: Why to go all the way? Switch on to TTD Channel in 
our TV. You can watch the Lord. Bye the Bye, serve food soon; I am hungry. 
Wife: Watch the food channel on TV. It will satiate your hunger. 

02. Friend: I am unable to understand what to do with mosquitoes. 
There has been no sleep throughout the night due the mosquito bites. 
Tunku: I have an idea. You start sleeping after the mosquitoes sleep. 

03. Tunku: What is this steward? There are no pieces of chicken in this 
chicken biryani. Waiter: Before food, you had eaten Mysore Pak. Could 
you see Mysore in it? 

04. Tunku: After drinks, you look so beautiful darling. Wife: My Dear, I 
never drank. Tunku: Not you, when I drink, you appear beautiful. 

05. Teacher: What do you know about banana? Tunku: We get strength 
when we eat it. We will fall down when keep our foot in it. 

06. Daughter: You have cut my throat by getting me married to a teacher. 
Mother: What happened? Did he say anything to you? Daughter: 
Yesterday, when I cooked curry, there was a little bit more salt; then he 
asked me to cook the same curry ten times as the punishment. 

07. Doctor: Dear Sir, this is not a new disease which has affected you for 
the first time. It is a hereditary sickness. It can be cured by the surgical 
operation. Tunku: Very good. Then you conduct the operation to my 
grandfather. 

08.  Friend: What Radha, why are you looking so dull? Radha: My 
husband is ailing with typhoid. I had to be awake throughout the night. 
Friend: What is the need? You could have appointed a nurse for the 
purpose. Radha: Nurse is there and that is the reason I am awake. 

09. Tunku: Daddy, whether 1 is great or 40 is great? Daddy: 
Undoubtedly 40 is bigger; why are you asking? Tunku: I got 40th rank in 
the class; that is the reason. 

10. Females never listen properly. Wife: I lost my keys again. Tunku 
(husband): It is in your jeans. Wife: Don't drag my family into this. 

11. Tunku emotionally said: Doctor, I am very much indebted to you; 
due to you only my wife survived. Doctor answered with decency and 
shyness: What is there in my hands? Everything is God's grace. Then 
Tunku saluted him and was going out. Doctor: Sir, what about my bill? 
Tunku: I will be sending the fee to God only. 

12. Teacher: You should answer my question now. Tunku: Then ask fast 
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teacher. Teacher: What did you learn from the 'Robo' film? Tunku: Not 
only to men, but girls are capable of causing lunacy even to machines as 
well. 

13. Tunku said with sadness: By the time my wife goes to bed, it is 
beyond 2.00 in the night. Doctor: What does she do till that late night? 
Tunku: She keeps waiting for me till I come home from the Bar and 
Restaurant. She does not listen to me that she should sleep early. 

14. Tunku: Doctor, even though I am not habituated to use any 
tranquiliser, I am feeling it drowsy throughout. Doctor: Don't worry; 
when you see my bill, you will get rid of all the intoxication. 

15. Tunku: Doctor: There are rashes all over my body since long. Doctor: 
What do you eat? Tunku: I take only 10 idlis and 4 dosas along with 1 litre 
milk as my breakfast, rice and poories in the lunch and only 10 rotis with 
ghee and curd as my supper. Doctor: Stop eating totally for a month; all 
the rashes will disappear. 

16. Press Correspondent: Tunku, we heard that you have secured both 
silver and gold medals in your singing? How it happened? Tunku: 
Listeners gave me silver medal during the concert and when I stopped 
singing, they gave me gold medal. 

17. Tunku to the Auto driver: Will you take me to Abids? How much 
should I give? Auto Driver: �50. Tunku: Will you not come for �30? Auto 
fellow: I will give you �40. Carry me to Abids. 

18. Judge: You have committed many crimes in the past. But you are 
requesting me to excuse you treating that this is your first offence. Is it a 
joke? Tunku: My advocate has started his practice newly. It is his first 
case. However, he could not argue successfully. Hence I request you to 
pardon his first case. 

19. Hypnotist:  For how many years you have been consuming liquor? 
Tunku: It is for the past 5 years. Doctor: OK. I will hypnotise you and see 
that you will get rid of this habit. Now... you are going back to 5 years.... 
now 6 years... you have gone back.... Tunku: Oh my God! 6 years back my 
wife was alive! Saying this, Tunku started running out of the clinic. 

20. Friend: At last, after struggling for 3 years a got one degree. Tunku: 
Is it that only? When I went to doctor, he said that I had 103 degrees. 

Sarita	Joshi

Begum Bazar Branch

It was raining. We had just sat down for lunch at our holiday home when 
one of the guests asked us whether we would like to hear what had 
happened to him in the morning. Everyone assembled and he began: 

01. “We have five extra-curricular groups at school. They are fitters', 
joiners', photographic, chess and choral groups. The fitters' group meets 
every other day, the joiners' every third day, the photographic every fourth 
day, the chess every fifth day and the choral every sixth day. These five 
groups first met on January 1st and thenceforth meetings were held 
according to schedule. The question is, how many times did all the five 
meet on one and the same day in the first quarter (January 1st excluding)? 

“Was it a leap year?” “No”. “In other words, there were 90 days in the first 
quarter”. “Right”. 

“Let me add another question”, the professor broke in. “It is this: how 
many days were there when none of the groups met in the first quarter?” 
“So, there is a catch to it? There will be no other day when all the five 
groups meet and no day when some do not meet. That is clear!” “Why?” 

“Don't know. But I have a feeling there is a catch”. 

“Comrades!”, said the man who had suggested the game. “We won't reveal 
the result now. Let us have more time to think about them. Professor will 
announce the answers at the supper”. 

02. A log problem: “It happened at a summer cottage. A household 
problem, you might call it. The cottage is shared by three persons-X,Y and 
Z. It is an old house with an old-fashioned cooking stove. X put three logs 
into the range, Y added five and Z who had no firewood, paid them eight 
paise as her share. How were X and Y to divide the money?”  “Equally”, 
some hastened to say. “Z used the fire produce by logs supplied by both, 
didn't she?” “You are wrong”, another protested. “X and Y invested, as it 
were, different amounts of wood. Therefore, X should receive there paise 
and Y the rest. That would be fair, in my opinion”. 

D.	Prabhakar, HO: GST

[Answer	on	Page:	10]
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There was once a king. He was very rich and powerful. All the other kings 
were afraid of his large army. So, none dared face him. The king therefore 
did not go to any wars or battle. The king's ministers were wise. They did 
their work well and kept the kingdom in order. So, the king did not even 
need to hold court. The king rolled in luxury and lay idle in his great 
palace. He had nothing to do or even to think of. So, he was soon tired of 
rich clothes, sofa beds and tasty foods. And what was worse, he lost his 
sleep, too. How can a man who does not work sleep? 

The king began to call story-tellers every night, for the nights were the 
hardest part of his time. He was alone and awake then while his queens 
and servants slept soundly. For some time stories told by the story tellers 
interested him. But stories too have an end. And a story-teller cannot go 
on forever. This made the king very cross. “I must have a story that never 
ends”, he thought. The next day callers went round his kingdom beating 
large drums. They shouted, “Hearken ye all! Anyone who tells the king a 
story that never ends gets half of his kingdom and marries his lovely 
daughter. But anyone who comes forward and fails loses head!”

Many men thought of the lovely princess. “She is the real prize. And there 
is half the kingdom in the bargain”, they said. So, story tellers of all sorts 
began to flock to the king's capital. But, when some of them lost their 
heads, the rest ran away in panic and went into hiding. Now, a simple 
farmer's boy had also heard the king's declaration. One day, as he sat 
watching the ripe crops and scaring away the birds, an idea struck him. 
“Let me try my luck”, he thought and smiled. 

The farmer's boy arrived at the king's palace. “I have a story the king will 
like”, he said to the guards. “Have you also heard the conditions?”, they 
asked. “I have, and I am sure I will get the hand of the princess as well as 
half the kingdom”, he replied. The guards were pleased to hear that. They 
were by now very tired of the king's whim. So, they led him into the king's 
chamber at nightfall. “Begin your story at once”, the king commanded 
eagerly. He had not heard any story for several days now. The farmer's 
boy sat down beside the king's bed to tell the story. 

“There was a king”, he began. “Hm”, responded the king. “He had a very 
very large granary, thousands of cubits high and as broad on the sides”. 
“Hm”. “The king filled it with grain to the top”. “Hm”. “The king's servants 

sealed the doors of the granary”. “Hm”. But at the top was a small hole, 
which nobody noticed”. “Hm”. “When the king's servants were gone, a 
bird came and went through the hole”. “Hm”. “It flew asay with a grain in 
its beak”. “Hm”. “Then came another bird. It also took an grain and flew 
away”. “Hm”. “And another bird came. It took a grain and flew away”. “Hm”. 
There came another bird.....”

When the farmer's boy had sent in about twenty birds without telling 
anything further, the king became restless. “What happened then?” he 
asked. “Nothing yet sire”, the boy answered. “The granary has still so 
many grains that more birds are to come. So, another bird came and took 
a grain”. “Hm”, said the king, his ears tired of the repetition. “Now another 
bird came”. “Stop it, stupid”, the king shouted out angrily. “Proceed 
further”, he commanded. 

The boy began again. “Another bird came and....” “Ah!” exclaimed the king. 
He was so bored by now that he began to yawn. “What happened after the 
birds came?” he asked. “Great sir”, answered the boy, “First let the 
granary be emptied, grain by grain. The next part of the story comes after 
that only. So, kindly allow me to continue”. The bored king listened and 
listened. But it seemed the granary was never to become empty. The 
farmer's boy's story went on for days, weeks, months and years. But the 
stock of grain was still high in the grain tower. 

“How much of this grain has gone by now?” asked the king in desperation 
one night. “About a few fingers deep, my Lord. There are thousands of 
cubits in height yet to go”. The king's heart sank. He was so bored and 
tired that he wanted to sleep at last. “You better stop”, he told the farmer's 
boy. “I don't care when the granary gets empty. Only leave me alone and 
go; take the hand of the princess as well as half of my kingdom”. So, the 
poor farmer's boy became the king's son-in-law and a king too. He had 
made his story when he himself was tired of scaring away birds from the 
farmer's ripe corn!

[This is a folk-tale told in the plains of the Ganges. Farmers work hard to 
keep away birds when the crops are ripe and ready to be harvested.]

Jyothi	Mandewalkar
HO: TDS

THE CLEVER STORY TELLER

PELE, THE 'BLACK PEARL' 
WHO CHARMED THE WORLD, IS NO MORE

Pele, the legendary Brazilian soccer player who rose 
from barefoot poverty to become one of the greatest 
and best-known athletes in modern history, died on 
29th December, 2022 at the age of 82. Sao Paulo's 
Albert Einstein hospital, where Pele was undergoing 
treatment, said he died at 3:27 p.m. "due to multiple 
organ failures resulting from the progression of colon 
cancer associated with his previous medical 
condition." The death of the only man to win the World 
Cup three times as a player was confirmed on his 
Instagram account.

Tributes poured in from across the worlds of sport, 
politics and popular culture for a figure who 
epitomized Brazil's dominance of the beautiful game. 
Pele had been undergoing chemotherapy since he had a tumor 
removed from his colon in September 2021. He also had difficulty 

walking unaided since an unsuccessful hip operation 
in 2012. In February 2020, on the eve of the corona 
virus pandemic, his son Edinho said Pele's ailing 
physical state had left him depressed.

On 30.12.2022, a 24-hour wake was held for Pele in 
the centre of the field at the stadium of Santos, his 
hometown club where he started playing as a teenager 
and quickly rose to fame. The next day, a procession 
carrying his coffin will pass through the streets of 
Santos, passing the neighbourhood where his 100-
year-old mother lives, and ending at the Ecumenical 
Memorial Necropolis cemetery, where he will be 
buried in a private ceremony.

G.	Amarnath

HO: Estates
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NEHRU READ RAMAYANA EVERY MORNING FOR PURE JOY
The conventional understanding of Nehru as indifferent to religion is not 
untrue. But it is not wholly true either. There were times in his life when 
he was deeply drawn to religious texts and ideas. One such period was 
when he was in jail in 1921-22, during the Non-cooperation Movement. I 
recently found two remarkable letters written by Nehru to Gandhi in the 
early months of 1922. These letters do not appear in the Selected Works 
of Jawaharlal Nehru, nor have they been quoted by Nehru biographers. 
These letters may have been overlooked by scholars because they rest 
not in the Nehru papers in New Delhi but in the Gandhi papers in 
Ahmedabad.
Yet the letters are important, not least because they complicate the 
received understanding of Nehru's approach to religion. Both these 
letters to Gandhi are handwritten; both were sent from the same address, 
the District Jail in Agra. The first letter is dated 9 January 1922. Here, 
Nehru mentions what he has been reading in prison— namely, mostly 
religious books. Thus he writes: 'I have read Glover's Jesus of History—a 
book of absorbing interest, and have also done a good deal of the Bible in 
the light thereof. I have begun seriously reading the Ramayan—Tulsi too, 
and Kabir's bhajans and slokas from Bhagavad Gita serve as memory 
exercises whilst I have my morning and evening walks. I have, as you 
might well imagine, regularly done my prayers, regularly retired at the 
time appointed by you, and been out of bed at the same hour when, as 
Nanak says the “Heavens rain nectar”.' Later in the same letter, Nehru 
remarks: 'My days are passed among the saints nowadays, and I should 
love to finish as well as I can my knowledge of the Bible, the Saints 
(including Christian Saints of course), the Ramayan and the Mahabharat 
(including of course the Bhagavad Gita). I have some secular literature, 
no doubt, but that takes frankly, a subordinate place. The memorizing of 
songs and verses is a grand thing—it puts me in mind of the great times 
when our men and women lived and moved as men and women and 
carried the treasures of all their religious and philosophical lore in the 
impregnable fortresses of their memories.'
The second letter was written four weeks later, on 19 February 1922. 
Nehru had recently been joined in prison by one 'Khwaja Saheb' from 
Aligarh. 'It is a privilege to learn Urdu from Khwaja,' writes Nehru to 
Gandhi. 'It is such a stately script, almost symbolic of the easy splendours 
of the Mussalman.' Apart from teaching Nehru the Urdu script, Khwaja 
gave him 'a few couplets from Urdu poets every day, and important verses 
from the Koran. I in my turn give Khwaja something from the Upanishads 
and propose to give him something from the Gita'. Meanwhile, with 
another fellow prisoner, one Ram Nareshji, Nehru had finished the 
sections of the Ramayana named 'Balakand' and 'Ayodhyakand'. 'I hope to 
finish the rest in about twenty days,' wrote Nehru to Gandhi, 'as I finished 
“Sundarakand” in Naini [jail] and the rest is plain sailing. It is a joy to read 

[the] Ramayan every morning. When a quiet early hour of the night is 
selected for reading it, one almost melts in the liquid love of Tulsi. 
Ramayan is more a spiritual autobiography than a poetic history of 
Rama'.
There is a poetic quality to Nehru's own descriptions too. Clearly, he was 
loving his time with sacred literature. At this time in his life, secular 
works were taking a 'subordinate place' to texts written (and sung) at a 
time when Indian men and women 'carried the treasures of all their 
religious and philosophical lore'. When these letters were written, Nehru 
was in his early thirties. He had lately fallen under the spell of Gandhi, 
whose own faith was both religious as well as eclectic, drawing from 
several different sources. The three religious thinkers Gandhi most often 
invoked were the Vaishnava poet Narsinh Mehta, the Jain philosopher 
Raychandbhai, and the heterodox Christian Leo Tolstoy.
It may have been the Mahatma's influence that made the young Nehru, in 
jail, soak himself in the texts and traditions of Hinduism, Islam, 
Christianity and Sikhism. However, within a decade of writing these 
letters to Gandhi, Nehru seems to have left behind his enchantment with 
religion. Why? During the Noncooperation movement Hindus and 
Muslims worked shoulder to shoulder. But later in the decade the 
communities began to drift apart, and there were a series of Hindu-
Muslim riots in Northern India. Perhaps Nehru now believed that 
religion was a dangerous and divisive force in Indian politics, and had 
best be kept out of the discussion. In the 1930s, Nehru also became 
influenced by Western socialism. This prided itself on its secular, 
scientific ethos, and was implacably opposed to expressions of religious 
faith. While in jail in 1921-22 Nehru had little time for secular 
literature—now, that was all he was reading.
The Partition riots of 1947 furthered Nehru's distaste for organized 
religion. The malign activities of the Muslim League on the one side and 
of hardline Hindu groups such as the Rashtriya Swayamsevak Sangh on 
the other, convinced him that sectarian identities were a danger to the 
unity of India. As he put it in a letter to his chief ministers in December 
1952, the nation must not be allowed to 'go astray in the crooked paths of 
provincialism, communalism, casteism and all other disruptive and 
disintegrating tendencies'. The Nehru of the 1940s and 1950s wished to 
promote a 'scientific temper' among the Indian masses. Religion, he felt, 
had absolutely no place in the process of nation-building. India must 
never become a 'Hindu Pakistan'. However, as he grew older, Nehru 
began to see that while it must be kept far away from politics, religious 
faith could still play a role in an individual's quest for truth and 
tranquillity.

Purshotamdas	Mandhana

WHY DO WE DREAM?: Scientists are not really sure. Studies suggest that 
dreams help us cope with painful memeories. Dreaming might also make 
us smarter and more creative during our waking hours. So, if you are 
feeling drained grabing 40 winks-and a few vivid dreams-might recharge 
your brain. 
WHY DO SOME PEOPLE SNORE IN THE SLEEP?: Because something is 
keeping the air from moving freely through the passages behind their 
noses and mouths. Maybe they have the bad sleep posture, or maybe they 
have put on weight or have a sinus infection. Sometimes, snoring is 
brought on by age. Whatever the reason, snoring can get loud. A woman 
in England once snored loud enough to drown out the sound of a low-
flying passenger plane!
CAN WE CONTROL OUR DREAMS?: Sleep experts say we can seize control 
of our dreams and do all sorts of fantastical things-fly, relive favourite 
memories, eat a mountain of icecream-but only after we realise we are 
actually dreaming. Achieving this deep-sleep state, known as lucid 
dreaming, is not easy. Wannable dream masters practice every night for 

years and still never acheive success. A variety of masks and headbands 
promise to help sleepers reach a lucid state by flashing tiny lights above 
the eyelids. Sleep researchers meanwhile, are researching methods of 
triggering dreams. 
HOW LONG DO I NEED TO SLEEP BEFORE I START TO DREAM?: Dreams 
do not start until you reach a state called REM (rapid-eye-movement) 
sleep, roughly 90 minutes after your head hits the pillow. 
What	does	it	mean	when	I	dream	about	flying?: Life is going great. You 
feel like you have the freedom to accomplish anything. If	the	dream	is	
about	falling?: You feel nervous and unprepared. Did you forget to study 
for today's science test? If	you	are	finding	new	rooms	at	home?: You 
are excited about new or unexpected opportunities in your life. If	you	are	
getting	chased	by	something?: You are putting off some unpleasant 
task or approaching a big deadline. 

G.	Santosh
HO: IT

WHY?



Saubhari was a pious sage and his legend is narrated in the Puranas. 
Saubhari spent twelve years immersed in a lake of fish. The monarch of 
the lake was Sammada who had many progenies. Sammada used to live 
with his children and grandchildren and lived amongst them happily, 
playing with them night and day. Saubhari, the sage was disturbed in 
performing his meditation by their sports. Saubhari got distracted from 
his meditation and thought to have his own family and children. Having 
thus decided the Muni Saubhari came up, hastily, from the water and 
inspired with a desire of offspring. Saubhari then went to King 
Mandhatri, and demanded one of his fifty daughters to be his wife.

As soon as King Mandhatri was informed of the arrival of the sage, the 
king rose up from his throne. He welcomed Saubhari and treated him 
with the most profound respect. After taking a seat, Saubhari said to the 
emperor that he wanted to marry one of the daughters of the King 
Mandhatri and have offspring. Afraid to refuse, and yet unwilling to 
bestow a daughter upon such a suitor, the king Mandhatri sat silently for 
sometime. Saubhari saw the King contemplating and asked him why he 
was agonized. The king Mandhatri apprehensive of his displeasure 
answered and replied to sage Saubhari that it was customary and ritual of 
the family of the king to wed their daughters or the princesses to the 
persons selected by the girls. The daughters of the royal lineage selected 
suitors of fitting rank by their own choice. The reason for King 
Mandhatri's bewilderment is that his daughters are unknown of this fact 
of sudden marriage proposal and that he is unknown whether they will 
agree to the proposals. The sage Saubhari understood the problem of the 
king but was determined to marry.

It was settled that, if any one of the daughters accept Saubhari as a 
bridegroom, then Mandhatri would give his consent to the marriage. 
Mandhatri then commanded the eunuch to lead the sage into the inner 
chambers. As Saubhari entered the apartments he assumed the stature of 
a fair and handsome man. He assumed a handsome form so that all the 
girls were captivated, and contended with each other as to who should 
become his wife. When the daughters of King Mandhatri looked upon the 
person of the Rishi, they were equally inspired with passion and desire. 
Like a troop of female elephants disputing the favours of the master of the 
herd, they all wanted to marry the Rishi in handsome form. To get 
married to the Rishi, a violent quarrel arose amongst the daughters of the 
king, each insisting upon the exclusive election of the Rishi. The Rishi 
came to the king and informed what had happened inside. King 
Mandhatri was puzzled to hear this news from the sage Saubhari and 
decided to marry all his daughters to the Rishi. Thus in the end pious sage 
married all the fifty daughters of Mandhatri.

Saubhari had fifty wives and then he took them home to his habitation. He 
employed the chief of architects, Viswakarma to construct separate 
palaces for each of his wives. Saubhari ordered Viswakarma to provide 
each building with elegant couches, and seats, and furniture. Further he 
ordered to attach to the palaces gardens and groves, with reservoirs of 
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water, where the wild-duck and the swan should sport amidst beds of 
lotus flowers. The divine artist Viswakarma obeyed Saubhari's 
command, and constructed splendid apartments for the wives of the 
Rishi. In each palace by command of sage Saubhari, the inexhaustible and 
divine treasure called Nanda took up his permanent abode. There the 
princesses entertained all their guests and dependants with abundant 
food and pleasure of every description and of the choicest quality.

After some years had passed, king Mandhatri yearned to visit his 
daughters. He felt anxious to know whether they were happily 
circumstanced. Therefore he set off to visit the hermitage of Saubhari. 
When Mandhatri arrived he was amazed to see a row of beautiful crystal 
palaces, shining as brilliantly as the rays of the sun. He was surprised to 
see those lovely gardens and reservoirs of pellucid water. Mandhatri 
entered into one of these magnificent palaces and found his daughter and 
embraced them. He asked to each of them whether they were happy 
living with the Sage and does Saubhari treat them with tenderness or do 
they long to go back to their father's palace. But to these questions each 
daughter of Mandhatri answered that they live a beautiful palace, wear 
costly ornaments and live luxuriously and happily. The only cause of 
anxiety of each daughter of Mandhatri is that the husband sage Saubhari 
is never absent from their dwelling, solely attached to each of them. Each 
of the sisters thought that sage Saubhari is wholly devoted to her, and 
paid no attention to her sisters.

In every palace, Mandhatri heard the same story, from each of his 
daughters, in reply to his questions. With a heart overflowing with 
wonder and delight, Mandhatri met the wise sage Saubhari, whom he 
found alone. After paying homage to Mandhatri addressed the sage to be 
a holy person with amazing power which no other human being possess. 
King Mandhatri then resided with him for some time, partaking of the 
pleasures of the place, and then returned to his capital.

In the course of time, the daughters of Mandhatri bore to Saubhari a 
hundred and fifty sons. As the day passed Saubhari's affection for his 
children became more intense, and his heart was wholly occupied with 
the sentiment of self. Saubhari's desires and wishes doubled as days 
passed. He thought to spent life blissfully with his children and 
grandchildren. By these and similar reflections Saubhari perceived that 
his anticipations every day outstripped the course of time; and, at last, he 
exclaimed that there is no end to his desires. He thought that when one of 
his desires is matured then he longs for another one and this way his 
desires are never-ending. Thus Saubhari resolved to devote himself 
wholly and solely to penance and to the worship of Vishnu. Saubhari 
realized that separation from the world is the only path of the sage to 
final liberation. Consequently, Saubhari, the pious sage abandoned his 
children and retired with his wives to the forest.

Amaram	Vani

HO: Despatch

01.   We can easily answer the first question: How many times did all the 
five groups meet on one and the same day in the first quarter 
(January 1st excluded) by finding the least common multiple of 
2,3,4,5 and 6. That is not difficult. It is 60. Therefore, the five will all 
meet again on the 61st day-the fitters' group after 30 two-day 
intervals, the joiners' after 20 three-day intervals, the photographic 
after 15 four-day intervals, the chess after 12 five-day intervals and 
the choral after 10 six-day intervals. In other words, they can meet on 
one and the same day only once in 60 days. And since there are 90 
days in the first quarter, it means there can be only one other day on 
which they all meet. It is much more difficult to find the answer to the 
second question: How many days are there when none of the groups 
meets in the first quarter? To find that, it is necessary to write down 
all the numbers from 1 to 90 and then cross out all the days when the 
fitters' group meets: Ex: 1,3,5,7,9,etc., After that one must cross out 

the joiners' group's days: Ex: 4,7,10,etc., When all the photographic, 
chess and choral groups' days have also been crossed out, the 
numbers that remain are the days when there is no group meetings. 
Do that and you will see that there are 24 such days-eight in January, 
i.e., 2,8,12,14,18,20,24 and 30, seven in February and nine in March. 

02.  It is not right to think that eight paise were paid for eight logs, a paisa 
for a log. The more was paid for one-third of eight logs because the 
fire they produced was used equally by all three. Consequently, the 
eight logs were estimated to be worth 8x3, i.e., 24 paise, and the price 
of a log was therefore, 3 paise. It is now easy to see how much was due 
each. Y's five logs were worth 15 paise and since she had used 8 paise 
worth of fire, she would have to receive 15-8=7 paise. X would have 
to receive 9 paise, but if you subtracted the 8 paise due from her for 
using the stove, you would see that she had to receive 9-8=1 paisa. 

ANSWERS: 

SAUBHARI, THE INDIAN SAGE



01. A mosquito has 47 teeth. 

02. Though dragonfly has 6 legs, it cannot walk. 

03. There are three things which created history in market. They 
are: Apple I Phone, Harry porter books and Rubrics Cube. 

04. An owl has long legs; but it always fold them and sits. 

05. It is a crime in Alabama to keep a cone ice cream   in the pockets. 

06. In America, currency notes are made of ordinary cotton and 
linine. 

07. There are two animals who can survive without drinking water 
– they are giraffee and rat. 

08. The real name of butter fly is 'flutter by'. 

09. Bats while coming from caves travel towards left side. 

10. The number of rooms in Buckingham Palace in England is 600.

11. All the American Presidents used spectacles. 

12. Rain falls at the speed of 7 miles per hour. 

13. Insects can bear the burden of 50 times more than their weight. 

14. Among 230 cars, one is being stolen in a year. 

15. People die more with the bite of honeybees than from snake 
bites. 

16. While a man speaks there would be movement of 72 muscles. 
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17. Cockroaches can survive without their head for 9 days. 

18. The most stolen book in libraries is 'Gunnies Book of World 
Records'. 

19. One among 10 people lives in islands. 

20.  Polar bear is a left-handed animal. 

21. In Africa continent, 1000 languages are spoken. 

22. In Japan, the number of people who crossed 100 years of age 
has surpassed a figure of 90000.

23. Armadillo's upper skin cover is as strong as bullet proof. 

24. If you want to walk of greater wall of China, it takes 18 months. 

25. 31 lakh spare parts are used to make a Boeing – 767 airplane. 

26. The official drink of Ohio is tomato juice. 

27. There are 6 crores of pet dogs in America. 

28. The longest river Nile travels 6583 kilometres supplying water 
to 11 countries. 

29. Toothbrush was found in China in 1498.

30. The heartbeat of Blue Whale fish is only 9 times per minute.   

P.	Venugopal	Reddy

HO: Credit

THE DIGITAL AGE has ushered in ease and efficiency for everyone. 
Particularly the ability to withdraw cash from ATMs near you is a jiffy. 
But, bear in mind that you should exert due diligence while availing of 
this facility, lest something goes awry. With the advent of chip-
embedded cards (EMV), certain kinds of ATM frauds were prevented. 
The magnetic stripe cards that were issued earlier carried out 
transactions that relied on the holder's signature and a visual 
inspection of the card to check for features such as a hologram. Since a 
chip cannot be cloned, there was a sharp decline in the number of 
unauthorised swiping and card cloning. However, criminals have 
found newer ways to swindle unsuspecting people: by tampering 
with the Automated Teller Machine and devising a way to trap the 
card in the ATM.

What's going on?: Recent reports highlight instances of crooks 
lurking near ATMs to ensnare unwitting users by getting them to 
divulge sensitive information. Their modus operandi is to scour for 
desolate or unmonitored ATMs and tamper with their cardholders in 
such a way that once inserted, the card gets stuck in the machine. 

Fake customer support slips are pasted in the booth with a 'helpline 
number' that actually belongs to one of the gang members.  Once 
somebody's card is stuck in the machine, they are likely to call the 
phoney number already put up, mistaking it as the genuine helpline 
number. Next, it is all about winning the distressed person's 
confidence and getting them to divulge their sensitive information.

In the news: On November 25, an Army Jawan in Varanasi was conned 

into disclosing sensitive details after which he discovered that a total 
of Rs 38,000 was debited from his account in three transactions. A 
similar incident happened in Kakkarmatta in Varanasi district again 
on November 26 when a stranger lulled a person into believing that 
the fake number posted in the booth was genuine with the result that 
his card was used for online shopping worth Rs 1.50 lakh by the 
thugs. Both incidents were captured by CCTV cameras. 

Sub-inspector Himanshu Tripathi, in charge of the crime team of 
Cantt police station, who is investigating these cases, advised that in 
case of any problem, one should complain to the bank's guard or 
website. Prabhukant, in charge of the Cantt police station, said that 
the perpetrators of the crime have also been identified. Efforts are 
underway to nab the accused. Don't panic: In case your card gets 
stuck in the machine, look for authorised personnel like a security 
guard.

· Do not seek help from strangers.

· Try to corroborate the official website or helpline number. Be 
careful, simple search results may yield other phoney numbers or 
URLs.

· Avoid using ATM booths that do not have adequate surveillance.

· If you're not able to retrieve your card, it would be wise to block it 
temporarily.

· Never give out your card number, CVV, or OTP over the phone.

Narasimha	Murthy

HO: IT
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Why is there so much indifference? Don't we find it very easy to look away 
from people who suffer? It seems the easier route not to feel responsible 
or connected to the tears of the world. Let there be terrorism. Let there be 
hunger. Let the children of my servant-maid wear tattered clothes. So 
what if my driver's children don't go to school? That is their fate. I don't 
author their destiny. Is not it troublesome to get involved in the pain and 
despair of other people? He is bearing his cross and that is his stuff. Oh! 
What an indifference? As long as my life is progressing on normal lines, I 
am able to enjoy a fine meal; a family to live for and live with, enough to 
promise a future, what is happening to my neighbour is of no 
consequence to me. 

Indifference is worse than anger, more cruel than hatred, worse than 
revenge. At least in anger, hatred and the urge for revenge, there still 
exists some emotion for the other human being. Indifference reduces the 
other to an abstraction. Indifference numbs you of your feelings for 
others. In that sense, indifference is not only a sin but also a punishment. 

Let us learn to feel for the last man. Let there be some sensation in our 
eyes when we see tears in the eyes of other people. Let us relinquish 

indifference. Let us begin to make a difference. We can do our part. We can 
play a big part. Let us not forsake those who already feel forsaken by life. 
Even to think we can wipe every tear from every eye may be beyond us, 
but as long as there are tears in the world, and as long as there is breath 
left in us, let our work continue. 

It is not me, but it is what I represent that defines me. Ordinary men 
unfold extraordinary possibilities when they identify themselves with a 
goal larger than themselves. Any work where the other is put ahead of 
myself, that very work unfolds a giant of a personality from within me. 
Any work done with a selfless intent becomes god's work. Barristers and 
schoolteachers and journalists and carpenters become revered legends 
only after they identify themselves with a cause of larger than 
themselves. 

The purpose of the heart is to connect to another heart. Let us learn to feel 
once again... all over again.... when you feel for the creation, the creator 
feels for you. 

Ramesh	Kumar	Bung

Talking	is	sharing.	Listening	is	caring.

Listen	to	understand	and	

Communicate	to	be	understood.

Virendra	K.	Khandelwal

THE MOST EXPENSIVE WATCHES IN THE WORLD: 
WHAT ARE THEY AND WHY

01. Rolex Daytona of Paul Newman: The actor had two great passions: 
fast cars and watches. In 1969 his wife gave him this Daytona (ref. 6239) 
which was produced until 1970 with a personalized dedication. In 2017 
this specimen, which is normally worth between 50 and 100 thousand 
dollars, was auctioned for almost 18 million dollars.
02. Vacheron Constantin Tour de L'Ile: On the occasion of the 250th 
anniversary of the Geneva-based company in 2005, this clock was 
presented, built in only seven copies, one of which ended up in the 
museum of the parent company. It is considered one of the most 
expensive watches ever produced and one of the most complicated ever. 
Its value is 1.5 million dollars.
03. Lange & Sohne Grand Complication: This wristwatch presented in 
2013 is inspired by one of the most important models in the history of 
watch-making the 42500 by Lange & Sohne, pocket watch from 1902. 
The watch has almost 900 gears housed in a gold case and among its 
complications has the perpetual calendar. Its value is about 1.8 million 
dollars.
04. Franck Muller Aeternitas Mega 4: To understand how complex this 
clock is, just think that theoretically it should be adjusted once every 
1000 years. It was produced in 2009 and since then it is the most 
complicated wristwatch in the world. It consists of almost 1500 
mechanical elements and has 36 functions. Its value exceeds 2 million 
dollars.
05. Richard Mille RM 52 06 Sapphire: The mechanisms and hands of this 
Richard Mille model are of the highest quality, made from precious 
sapphires. The transparent dial allows you to see the operation of the 
complex suspension mechanism. The value of this watch is more than 2 
million dollars.
06. Blancpain Le Brassus Tourbillon Carrousel: This Blancpain model is 
equipped with tour billon and the carrousel, a similar system invented in 
1901. The tour billon is an 1801 patent registered by Breguet that allows 
the watch to always operate in the same conditions regardless of the 
Earth's gravity. It is a cage rotating around a central axis. Thanks to the 
circular motion, which causes the perpetual displacement of the 
regulator group, the balance behaves as if the clock were turning along a 
circumference, thus eliminating the incidence of the force of gravity. This 
model costs about 4 million dollars.

07. Patek Philippe Super complication: There are not only wristwatches, 
but also pocket watches. In particular, this model is considered the most 
complicated watch in the history of watch making. It was commissioned 
by Henry Graves, a New York banker, in 1927. It is considered the "Mona 
Lisa" of watch making. The house of Geneva took eight years to realize it. 
It consists of 900 mechanisms and has 24 complications. In 2014 it was 
auctioned for $24 million.
08. Breguet Grande Complication No. 1160 Marie-Antoinette: The idea 
of this watch dates back to 1783, when an unknown admirer ordered it 
for her in Abraham-Luis Breguet. It took 44 years to make and it was 
never handed over to the Queen as she was beheaded in 1793. The watch 
held by a museum in Jerusalem was stolen in 1983. The watch house 
Breguet decided in 2005 to build an identical one using the original 
designs, tools and methods of the time. It is considered the fifth most 
complicated specimen in the world. Its value is around 30 million Euros.

Pradeep	Deshpande
HO: Recoveries
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THE	STORY	OF	THE	BRAHMIN'S	WIFE	AND	THE	MONGOOSE

In a certain town, there lived a Brahmin, by the name of Dev Sharma. One 
day, his wife gave birth to a son. The very same day, a female mongoose 
gave birth to a baby mongoose, but she herself died. Out of compassion, 
the Brahmin's wife took the little mongoose and brought him up as her 
own son, giving him her own breast milk and bathing him in oil. However, 
she was always on her guard thinking to herself, “This mongoose has 
inherited the defects of his species and may someday harm my son”. She 
was a very fond mother. 

One day, the woman put her son to be and then wanted to take her pitcher 
to fetch water. So she said to her husband, “I am going to the well to fetch 
water. Look after the baby and make sure the mongoose does not hurt 
him”. But after she had gone, the Brahmin also left the house and went to 
beg alms. Meanwhile, a black snake emerged from a hole. To defend the 
child, who was like a brother to him, the mongoose attacked his natural 
enemy, fought with him, bit him to pieces and killed him. His mouth and 

claws were all spattered with the snake's blood. 

Then, in his eagerness to show how brave he had been, the mongoose 
went and stood outside the house, waiting for the Brahmin's wife. But 
when she arrived and saw him covered with blood, the woman jumped to 
the conclusion that he had killed her son. She brought the heavy pitcher, 
full of water, down heavily on the mongoose and killed him on the spot. 

When she went inside, she found her child safe in his cradle, and a black 
snake, torn to shreds, lying nearby. She was heart-broken. She felt as 
though she had been guilty of killing her own son and she began to beat 
her breasts in self-reproach. After some time, the Brahmin returned 
home. “Damn you!” cried his grief-striken wife. “Greedy fellow! You were 
so anxious for alms that you did not listen to me. Now repent the loss of 
your second son, eat the fruit of your greed”. 

T.	Gangadhar	Rao

Head Office

HOW TO USE AFFIRMATIONS TO CHANGE YOUR LIFE

What is an Affirmation?: An affirmation is usually a sentence, a sentence 
of powerful words put together, like a positive statement, and this 
sentence is aimed to tap into your conscious and unconscious mind to 
motivate you, to challenge you, to push you to reach your full potential in 
life. The benefits of Affirmations are endless, they have helped a 
multitude of people all over the world achieve great things, but more 
importantly, they can help you make positive changes in your life.
Affirmations have the power to motivate you to act on certain things, help 
you to concentrate on achieving your goals in life, give you the power to 
change your negative thinking patterns and replace them with positive 
thinking patterns, assist you in accessing a new belief system, but above 
all, affirmations can reaffirm the positivity back into your life and help 
regain or increase your self-confidence. For Affirmations to truly work, 
you need to repeat the affirmation daily, and truly believe in the words 
you are saying. For example:

“EVERYDAY AND EVERYWAY I AM GETTING BETTER AND BETTER.”  
“MY LIFE IS A MIRACLE.”
“I AM LUCKY AND LUCK FOLLOWS ME EVERYWHERE I GO.”
“I ATTRACT LOVING, KIND, CARING, SUPPORTIVE AND POSITIVE 
PEOPLE IN MY LIFE.”
“I HAVE SO MUCH ENERGY AND I AM CREATING MY BEST DAY TODAY 
AND EVERYDAY.”
These are the few examples of affirmation that is targeted to boost your 
self-confidence and your own self-worth, but you need to believe in that 
statement and repeat it 3,5,7,11,21….. times in a day and night . 
Affirmations are a powerful and life changing tool, use the wisely to 
change your life from better to Best.

Chandrashekhar	Upadhyaya
Ameerpet Branch 

PANCHATANTRA

OBESITY VS OVERWEIGHT: WHAT IS THE DIFFERENCE BETWEEN 
BEING OVERWEIGHT AND BEING OBESE?

Every year millions of people are suffering from overweight and 
obesity all over the world. But the question is what is the difference 
between obesity and overweight, how to differentiate between the 
two? The ideal weight of every person is determined by his height. If 
his weight is more than 25 percent of his height, then he will be 
considered overweight. The basis for differentiating between obesity 
and overweight is body mass index i.e. human body structure. Weight 
and height and age are ascertained on the basis of body mass index.
Generally, a person with a body mass index of 25-29.9 is considered 
overweight, while a person with a body mass index greater than 30 is 
considered obese. It means that having a body mass index of more 
than 30 has crossed overweight and reached obesity and this basis is 
for both men and women. To find your body mass index, multiply 
your weight in pounds by 704.5. Then, divide the result by your 
height in inches and divide that result a second time by your height in 
inches.

Thus, if your body mass index is between 25 and 29.9, then it means 
you are overweight. 30 body mass index or more will be considered 
obese. The thing to note is that body mass index estimates body fat. 
Every person needs body fat for energy and for the work of other 
organs. But excess body fat can lead to deeper health problems. The 
more body fat, the greater the risk for diabetes, kidney disease, heart 
disease and other problems. What are the reasons for obesity and 
weight gain? People who are overweight become obese by 
consuming more calories. Due to lack of balance between the energy 
entering the body and the energy coming out of it, the weight 
increases and the fat increases. Lack of exercise, poor diet or poor 
food choices, family history of obesity or being overweight also 
contribute to it.

Sai	Deepthi	Panchagnula
HO: Forex
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There are many people who become as big as their dreams and make 
their way to glory themselves. Coming from nowhere, overcoming all 
odds through hard work and self-belief and creating an unimaginable 
benchmark, they are legends in their own right. Here's a list of 7 such 
stories that have been an inspiration for many to chase their dreams and 
make it big. Their journey might not be like most of the 'richest' people in 
the world, but they are fascinating 'rags-to-riches'. India times covered 
these stories in 2022 as it made headlines for one reason or the other. 
Take a look.

1)	From	Lift	Boy	To	Founder	Of	Gucci: One of the most desired brands 
in the world, Gucci turned 100 last year. Founded by Guccio Gucci in 
Florence in 1921, it became known for its travel bags, with a high 
standard of quality made by artisans born in the Tuscany region. Guccio 
Gucci was born to Tuscan parents, Gabriello Gucci, a poor leather 
craftsman from San Miniato, and Elena Santini, from Lastra a Signa in 
Florence, Italy, in 1881. When he was 17, he left his country to travel to 
London where he found a job at the Savoy Hotel as a lift boy where he was 
inspired by the richness of the guests who carried the luxurious luggage, 
and from there he understood what differentiates quality bags from 
cheap bags, and how it affects a design. Today, the high-end luxury 
fashion brand has around 500 stores spanning across the globe and in 
2021, Gucci generated a global revenue of about 9.73 billion Euros. 

2)	 From	Selling	 Fountain	 Soda	To	Rs	650	Crore	Empire: In 1907, 
Vadilal Gandhi, a resident of Ahmedabad began selling soda at his little 
shop and gradually added ice cream as well. It was this small but fast-
growing business that Ranchod Lal Gandhi, Vadilal Gandhi's son, 
inherited. The small shop business soon turned into an empire and there 
was no looking back. It began growing in the early 70s and by the 90s, the 
fourth generation of the Gandhi family had joined the business. Today, the 
company offers their customers over 200 different flavours of ice cream 
made at their state-of-the-art manufacturing units and has outlets in over 
49 countries. Having clocked a revenue of Rs 650 cores in financial year 
2019-20, the company continues to be positive of a larger revenue 
amount this financial year. Vadilal has also gone on to become the biggest 
ice cream producer brand in the United States and has a strong global 
presence in many countries today. In 2020-21, the company had saw an 
export surge of 250 cr.  

3)	Son	Of	Farmer	Now	1st	Indian	To	Own	Rs	100	Crore	Helicopter: 
Today, B Ravi Pillai is a Dubai-based Indian businessman who hails from a 
coastal town in Kollam in Kerala. But things were not always so smooth 
for Pillai. 68-year-old B Ravi Pillai is the son of a farmer, and his family 
struggled to make ends meet when he was a kid. However, despite facing 
adverse poverty, he worked hard to do better for himself. In June 2022, 
Head of the RP Group of Companies, B Ravi Pillai made headlines for 
becoming the first Indian owner of the Airbus H145 helicopter. 68-year-
old billionaire Ravi Pillai bought this helicopter for Rs 100 crore. Pillai 
was born into family that used to feed themselves through agriculture. 
Even with no financial sources, Ravi Pillai gave great importance to 
education. He completed his post-graduation in business administration 
from Kochi University after graduating from a local college. While 
studying, he started his own chit-fund company by borrowing Rs 1 lakh 
from a local moneylender. After earning money from his business, he 
repaid his loan and kept accumulating profit money. After that, he started 
his own construction company. He later moved to Saudi Arabia. From 
here, he started growing like there was no tomorrow. According to 
Forbes, Pillai's net worth is $2.5 billion. He is an employer of around 
70,000 employees in various companies. Forbes magazine even included 
Ravi Pillai in the list of 1000 billionaires of the world. 

4)	Dropped	School,	Today	He's	CEO	Of	Deloitte: Punit Renjen, current 
CEO of Deloitte, got the job back in 1989 and today, he heads the company. 
But, his life was full of challenges that he now just overcame but crushed 

to realise his dreams. He had to drop out school because his parents 
couldn't afford school fee and graduated from a local college in Rohtak 
because it was cheap. Then, he went to Delhi to find jobs based upon an 
advert for Usha that he saw in a newspaper. He got a Rotary Scholarship, 
basis which he took the first flight of his life to the US for masters. With 
two pair of tight jeans and couple of hundred dollars, Renjen began his 
student life and worked hard to stand out. He got featured in one of the 
local magazines as one of the 10 best students and that changed his life. 
That magazine was picked by a Deloitte partner (Touche Ross) while 
taking a flight. He was then called for an interview. He got the job. That 
was in 1989. 33 years later, today, he heads the company. 

5)	 Sold	 bags	 on	 streets	 of	Mumbai	with	 son,	 owns	Rs	 250	 crore	
business	today: In 1992, hundreds of people lost their money to the 
infamous stockbroker Harshad Mehta scam. A family from Mumbai also 
suffered a massive blow due to the scam. It was Tushar Jain's family. 
Today, he is the co-founder and MD of High Spirit Commercial Ventures 
Pvt Ltd. valued at Rs 250 crores. Yes, that's right. According to Yourstory, 
when Jain's family situation worsened after the scam, he started selling 
bags on the streets of Mumbai with the help of his teenage son. With grit 
and determination, Jain improved his position through struggle and hard 
work and successfully founded his company in 2012. Now, its the fourth 
largest backpack and luggage selling company in India. The Rs 250-crore 
company has its headquarters in Mumbai and 10 regional offices spread 
across India, covering every district of the country. 

6)	 Was	 janitor	 at	 hotels,	 is	 worth	 $2	 billion	 now: Su-Jin has an 
extravagant rag to riches story, and it is all about sheer perseverance 
which has made him a self-made billionaire today. After being orphaned 
as a child, Su-Jin worked as a janitor at hotels before starting the app 
Yanolja. Su-Jin, 44, who holds a bachelor's degree in engineering from 
South Korea, used his connections with toilet paper suppliers and hotel 
owners to launch Yanolja in 2005, according to a Bloomberg report. 
Forbes estimates Lee and his family's net worth at $2 billion. Yanolja 
means “Hey, let's play” in Korean. The billionaire's superapp has 
expanded from short-stay hotels to transportation and, more recently, 
cloud-computing software that helps hotels and travel companies 
digitize business processes. The company reported that first-quarter 
revenue rose 19% year over year to 100.5 billion won ($80 million), 
while net income decreased slightly to 8.8 billion won from 9 billion won 
during the same period, as per Forbes. 

7)	School	Dropout	Went	On	To	Build	A	$105	Million	Video	Gaming	
Startup: 32-year-old Josh Fabian's life is a testament to how never giving 
up and believing in yourself can turn fortunes around for you. After being 
adopted and raised by a white couple who also fostered a rotating cast of 
sometimes-troubled children in Pittsburgh (Pennsylvania, USA), he used 
to feel isolated everywhere he went, because of his skin colour. He says 
marginalization can be a powerful motivator, as per a CNBC report. 
Today, he's the co-founder and CEO of Pittsburgh-based Metafy, a two-
year-old online platform where amateur video gamers pay for coaching 
sessions with some of the world's top players.  At the age of 16, Fabian 
had reportedly dropped out of high school and became a father for the 
first time by age 20. He and his then-girlfriend had lived off food stamps 
for a time, occasionally resorting to stealing diapers and other supplies 
for their baby, Fabian says. Fast forward to now, he launches his app, 
Metafy, that was valued at $105 million in February 2022, as per the 
CNBC report. Since launching during the peak of Covid-19 pandemic, 
Metafy has attracted more than 50,000 users and thousands of coaches, 
including top-ranked players of popular games like “League of Legends” 
and “Super Smash Bros.”

P.	Mahesh
HO: Marketing
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HAPPY NEW YEAR'S RESOLUTIONS: LIFE-CHANGING 
HABITS TO INCULCATE IN YOUR LIFESTYLE IN 2023

From health to looks, our lifestyle has a very important role. There are 
many such habits, which we think every year that we will improve, 
but this does not happen. Be it fitness, eating habits or lifestyle habits 
because if you are fit from the inside and are following all the healthy 
habits, then you will not come under the grip of any disease soon.
Maintain	 sleep	 cycle- Nowadays the sleep cycle of people has 
deteriorated a lot. Sleeping late has become a habit for many people 
which has an effect on health. Good sleep is very important for a 
healthy body. Take 7 to 8 hours of sleep for a good sleep cycle. 
Hygiene- Since the arrival of Corona, the role of hygiene has 
increased more in our life. Hygiene does not only include cleaning the 
house, but it is also necessary to take care of many things, such as 
taking off shoes and slippers outside will eat something only after 
washing my hands. Apart from this, take care of your personal 
hygiene as well.
Exercise- Try to make your exercise level a little advanced in the 
upcoming year. High-intensity interval training (HIIT) is one of the 

best ways to improve your health." HIIT also significantly reduces 
insulin resistance.
Meditation- In today's busy lifestyle, man does not have time for 
themself. Every third person lives in stress and tension. This also 
causes many diseases. Take time out for yourself. Practice meditation 
whenever you get time to keep the mind calm. There are many free 
apps available for this, with the help of which you can meditate 
anywhere at any time.
Upgrade	your	skills- Your routine remains the same in everyday 
busy life. Work, eat, sleep…. In such a situation, decide to learn a new 
skill every year. There would be many things that you have always 
wanted to learn but did not find time for like playing the guitar or any 
other instrument or painting. So make a list and work on one skill 
every year.

K	V	V	S	Prasad
Deputy General Manager

NATIONAL MATHEMATICS DAY 2022:  
INTERESTING FACTS ABOUT SRINIVASA RAMANUJAN

National	 Mathematics	 Day	 is	 celebrated	 on	 22	
December  to honour mathematician Srinivasa 
Ramanujan, who was born on this date in 1887. India's 
great mathematician Ramanujan is also called the 
magician of numbers, with his talent and fundamental 
power; he did many great pieces of research. Yes, Srinivas 
started the search for Mathematical Theorem at the age 
of just 12 without any formal education and at the age of 
just 32 made about 3900 theories of mathematics. By 
which the questions of mathematics are solved, these are 
called Identities and Equations in the language of 
mathematics. Ramanujan used to think far ahead of his time, in the 
year 1919, he discovered Mock Theta, which could solve the biggest 
puzzle of the universe, a Black Hole.

The formulas of mathematics which used to take hours for big 
mathematicians to solve, Ramanujan used to prove them in minutes. 
He used to say that for me that formula has no meaning from which he 
does not get spiritual thoughts. Ramanujan's childhood was full of 
struggles, in the year 1889, all his siblings died due to smallpox. Some 
special things related to the life of the greatest magician of 
mathematics, Srinivasa Ramanujan, which you would not know till 
now.

Srinivasa Ramanujan was born on 22 December 1887 in Erode 
village of Tamil Nadu. Ramanujan's father was a clerk in a sari shop 
and his mother was a housewife. In 1889, all his siblings died due to 
smallpox, but Ramanujan recovered. Let us tell you that Ramanujan 
did not speak for about three years after his birth, the family 
members considered him dumb. You would hardly know that 
Ramanujan used to teach tuition to meet the expenses of the house. 
He used to teach tuition to BA students in 7th standard. By the age of 
13, he had advanced trigonometry by heart and started formulating 

his own theorems.

According to experts, when Ramanujan was 16 years old, 
a friend of his gave him a book written by GS from the 
library, which had more than 5000 theorems. After 
reading this book, the journey of Ramanujan Saheb to 
become a math genius started. Being an expert in 
mathematics, Ramanujan got an opportunity to study in 
Government Arts  Col lege and started gett ing 
scholarships. Due to the cost of the register, Ramanujan 
used slate. However, he also kept a register in which he 
used to write the formula from the slate. When he used to 

go somewhere in search of a job, he often used to show the same 
register, but people used to ignore it.

British professor Hardy considered Ramanujan to be the greatest 
mathematician in the world. It is said that he had rated the world's 
talented people at number 100 and in this list gave himself thirty out 
of hundred numbers but gave Ramanujan 100 out of 100 numbers. 
Hardy invited him to Cambridge University in the year 1913. 
However, in 1919, hepatic amebiasis forced Ramanujan to return to 
India. After returning to India, he fell ill with tuberculosis and died on 
26 April 1920 at the age of just 32. Ramanujan did not get the respect 
he deserved.

The Ramanujan Prize, also known as the International Centre for 
Theoretical Physics Ramanujan Prize, was instituted in 2005 in 
honour of Srinivasa Ramanujan. Ramanujan Award is one of the most 
prestigious awards in the world. It is awarded annually to young 
mathematicians from developing countries, who must be under 45 
years of age. It is offered by the Centre for Theoretical Physics in Italy.

D.	Prabhakar
HO: GST
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DRONA IN COMMAND
Duryodhana and Karna held counsel as to who should be put in 
supreme command of the forces. Karna said, “Well, every one of 
these princely warriors fighting on your side is great enough to be 
put in charge of our forces as supreme commander. All these kings 
are of equal prowess, strength, energy, skill, courage, valour, 
ancestry and wisdom. They cannot all be put in joint command 
and if any of them be chosen, each of the others would feel hurt 
and may not put forth his whole strength in the cause. Thereby we 
stand to suffer. So, my advice is that we install Dronacharya, the 
teacher of all these princes and warriors, as supreme commander. 
He indeed is the greatest of all those that carry arms today. No 
Kshatriya equals him in the qualities required for leading our 
army. Let us therefore install him”. 

Duryodhana agreed that this was the right thing to do, and so it 
was decided. He went to Dronacharya and, in the presence of the 
assembled warriors and princess, bowed and addressed him. 
“Revered Master, you are unrivalled among all those assembled 
here in caste, ancestry, knowledge of sciences, age, wisdom, 
valour and skill. I beg of you to accept the supreme command. 
Under your command, this army will be victorious”. The 
assembled kings received this proposal with loud cheers and war 
cries which gladdened Duryodhana's heart. 

Drona was installed in due form amidst thunderous acclamation. 
The praise of courtiers and the sound of trumpets that 

accompanied the ceremony, made the Kauravas feel as though 
they had already vanquished the enemy. So great was their 
enthusiasm and confidence in Drona's leadership. 

Drona arrayed the army in circular formation. Karna, who had till 
then stood aside was now seen moving about in his great chariot 
on the battlefield and this put new courage and joy into the hearts 
of the Kaurava soldiers. The talk went round in the army that the 
great Bhishma did not wish to slay the sons of Pandu and 
therefore had not put his whole heart in the fight, but now that 
Karna was in the field, it was certain that the Pandavas would be 
destroyed. 

Dronacharya was in command for five days of the battle. Though 
of advanced years, he was everywhere in the field and displayed 
the fierce energy of a young warrior. Whenever he led an attack, 
the Pandava forces went scattered like clouds before a storm. He 
personally engaged the greatest warriors on the Pandava side in 
battle. He fought Satyaki, Bhima, Arjuna, Dhrishtadyumna, 
Abhimanyu, Drupada and Kasiraja and defeated them on many 
occasions. He harassed and inflicted several punishment on the 
Pandava army during the five days he was in command. 

A.V.	Rama	Rao


